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several years I represented the Union of Ethical Societies on the
National Peace Council, where the problem of Anglo-German
relationships was continuously discussed. Early in the year 1912
conditions had become so disquieting that, after adequate con-
sultation with influential public men, and with their approval, the
council decided to arrange for the whole problem to be discussed
by men of knowledge and influence in both countries. It was
therefore agreed that an Anglo-German Understanding Con-
ference should be organized if, after consultation with people who
had influence in German public life, such a conference should be
considered helpful.
The National Peace Council were generous enough to ask me to
undertake the duty of making the preliminary inquiries, and I
went to Berlin where I met representatives of the German peace
societies, the leading pacifists of the country, and as many business
and official people as I could reach. Among those whom I inter-
viewed was Baron von Stumm, the head of the English Department
of the German Foreign Office, who, notwithstanding the caution
which his responsible position imposed upon him, gave the project
his approval. I also saw some of the leading members of the
German Reichstag, and I secured the enthusiastic support of
Socialist leaders such as Ludwig Franck, one of the earliest and
most lamented victims of the war, and Eduard Bernstein, whom I
had known in London in the days of his exile. The venerable
Professor Geheimrat Wilhelm Foerster of the University of Berlin,
his Excellency Dr. von Holleben, a member of the Prussian Senate,
and other influential men, while themselves favourable to the
proposal to hold such a conference, wished, before committing
themselves to the enterprise, to test the response which such a
proposal would receive from a public meeting of German citizens.
It was, therefore, arranged that I should address a large public
meeting at Charlottenburg on the general question of Anglo-
German relationships, following which Dr. Ludwig Quidde of
Munich, who had come to Berlin to discuss the proposal with me,
should make the suggestion of a conference to the audience. The
response was immediate and entirely favourable and, having
received the assurance they desired, the German pacifists at once
began the task of forming a large committee of representative
public men to act with a similar body which was being formed
in London.
Sir Frank Lascelles, late British Ambassador at Berlin, became